Queensland Water Directorate (qldwater) e-flash

Information for Water Industry Managers and Practitioners in Queensland Local Government 

(Issue #75 – 26 February 2010)

1. qldwater Water Conference + CQ IPWEAQ Conference – 18, 19 March 2010
2. Urgent Safety Issues Identified in Concrete Reservoirs
3. International Water Utility Partnerships – Free Lunchtime Session at Ozwater’10
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
1. qldwater Water Conference –IPWEAQ CQ Branch Conference – 18,19 March 2010

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
 

qldwater is hosting a one day water conference in Rockhampton on 18 March 2010, in conjunction with the IPWEAQ Central Queensland Branch Conference.

The IPWEAQ Central Queensland Branch Annual Conference will be held on Friday 19 March 2010 at Dreamtime Convention Centre Yaamba Road, Rockhampton.  

Delegates are able to register for either or both conference days through the registration form available on our website.   A DRAFT Program is also available on the www.qldwater.com.au website.    For conference, catering and golf registrations, please complete the registration form and return by Friday 5 March 2010.
The joint conference will highlight:

Technical papers

Social functions -  Drinks, Welcome BBQ and Dinner

Golf Day

Partners Tour

 

The water conference will provide an opportunity to get an update on recent changes to the water industry and also to provide feedback to State Government, qldwater and LGAQ on issues that are affecting central Queensland water businesses. This is a good opportunity to network with people within your profession.

If your interests are in water regulation, reform, fluoridation or workforce skilling or you want to hear about projects that other water businesses in the region are undertaking, this conference will provide insights relevant to water service providers.  See the www.qldwater.com.au website under Projects and Training for more details.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
2. Urgent Safety Issues Identified in Concrete Reservoirs 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Management of concrete reservoirs should include regular routine inspections of potential safety and maintenance issues. Recently significant safety issues have been discovered in some types of reservoirs that have post-tensioned circumferential tendons and post tensioned vertical bars. 

In some cases, the corrosion protection common in these reservoirs has proved inadequate resulting in stress corrosion cracking and the potential for catastrophic failure of the reservoir in the event of the bars failing in numbers and/or in close sequence. There is also potential occupational health and safety risk for people working over or near the vertical bars which are often unseen beneath a cover of roof sheeting.

Water Service Providers that maintain such reservoirs are encouraged to assess potential risk and seek further information. The Gladstone Area Water Board, which maintains a number of these reservoirs has generously offered technical information on their operations and maintenance procedures specifically targeted at this potential hazard. Contact GAWB Operations Manager, James Stewart or Engineering Specialist, Richard West on (07) 49763000. Further information can be obtained by contacting qldwater (Rob Fearon on 0428 300 208).

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
3. International Water Utility Partnerships – free lunchtime session at Ozwater’10

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Introducing INTERNATIONAL WATER UTILITY PARTNERSHIPS 

Tuesday 9 March, Brisbane

12.15pm – 1.15pm (includes complimentary seated lunch)
Hospitality Room 2

Foyer Level, Exhibition Hall

Brisbane Convention & Exhibition Centre

Presented by the Asian Development Bank and AWA 

Water utilities and large water operators can contribute to improving safe water supply and sanitation in the Asia Pacific region by participating in an International Water Utility Partnerships Program.  

This free lunchtime session covers how a utility can take part in the business to business exchanges offered by the Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the first hand experiences of Australian utilities that participated as partners.

These partnerships offer unique staff development opportunities, profile raising and achievement of corporate social responsibility goals. The utility contributes staff time and expertise and ADB supports international travel, accommodation, and related expenses.  

See the program for further information. Numbers are limited and registration is essential, on-line at www.awa.asn.au/events/IWUP 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Visit qldwater at http://www.qldwater.com.au/ 
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